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A message from the Headteacher, Mr Robson 

As we approach Christmas, I would like to take this opportunity to commend our         

students for their exceptional work and attitudes during this long and busy first term. 

They are a credit to you, the school and the wider community.  

Thank you for all the support you give to the school. Like I've said many times, the partnership between 

the school, parents, carers and students is central to our success and the reason the young people are 

able to thrive here at Cardinal Hume.  

And of course, we thank our staff - teaching and non-teaching  - for their dedication to the school and its 

students every day.  

This term has been overshadowed by the terribly sad death of our much-loved student, Tomasz Oleszak. 

This Christmas will be very difficult for his family and friends.  We pray for Tomasz, his family and those 

closest to him at this time.  

I wish you all a peaceful, happy and holy Christmas.   

Take care,  

Mr Robson  

End of Term arrangements 

School will finish for the Christmas break at 12.45pm on Friday 23rd December.  

The Ouston bus will run at the  earlier time, but unfortunately there will not be other Scholars’ services. 

Loving God, as we wait 
for the birth of Jesus at 
Christmas, we give 
thanks for the wonder-
ful gift of new life.  We 
pray for all families 
and    communities 
around the world, that 
they will be healthy, 

22nd December 2022 



Christmas holiday activities - Gateshead Council  

Family activities and food  

Our Brighten the Day team are delighted to once again to offer a busy holiday programme, allowing 
the most vulnerable children to be able to access free activities and enjoy even more healthy and 
nutritious meals during the school holidays. 

There's lots going on right across Gateshead for children and young people of all ages. See the indi-
vidual listings for more details and how to book a place. Please check before travelling for any drop 
in activities. All activities include a free meal for the children. 

If you have any enquiries about Brighten the Day, please get in touch. 
Email brightentheday@gateshead.gov.uk 

Brighten the Day is part of the Department of Education Holiday Activities and Food programme.  

Cardinal Hume Breakfast Club 

Cardinal Hume Catholic School is committed to helping all students to 

fulfil their academic potential. Academic research is clear that breakfast 

is a key factor which improves student memory, attention span and 

overall academic performance.   

Based on this research, school is delighted to be able to offer your child 

the opportunity to attend our new Breakfast Study Hub at school from 

8.15am. At the Hub they can access a relaxed, quiet place to complete 

homework, revise, or simply do extra study, and receive a free, nutritious breakfast.   Menus will vary, but 

will include cereal, porridge, and   toasted goods. The study space will be fully staffed and offer a chance for 

students to get on with work or get advice on generic organisation and study skills.  

Your child is welcome to attend as many, or as few,  mornings as they wish. There is no need to book a 

place,  simply turn up on the day. The Breakfast Study Hub will take place in D2 and will start on Monday 

16th January , running every day, Monday to Friday.   

If your child has food allergies, they must make this clear to the staff in the Hub when they 

arrive for the session.   

If you think your child would like to take up this offer, please complete this short form to help us to plan for 

numbers of students. 

https://forms.office.com/e/QEkVPg36qZ  

https://www.gateshead.gov.uk/article/22177/Christmas-holiday-activities
mailto:brightentheday@gateshead.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/holiday-activities-and-food-programme/holiday-activities-and-food-programme-2021
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=rAEj3M-dr0GSuG7q2XpfpEOu_3OQ5MZLprHVEoejnNRUQ1VaWDdNU1NLWDZWWEtDRlVLVlNTTzlNUy4u


 
 

 

YoungMinds | Mental Health Charity For 

Children And Young People | Young-

Minds  

 

 

 

Improving children’s mental health in schools – Place2Be 

Home - Kooth  

https://tinyurl.com/44pyw673  

Signs That a Child Is Suffering From 

Mental Health Issues | NSPCC 

https://tinyurl.com/3w37z58u 

Homepage - Mermaids 

(mermaidsuk.org.uk) 

 

Merry Christmas! This has been a great term for reading at Cardinal Hume with 

pupils from Yr7 and 8 reading over 26 million words and passing 966 quizzes     

between them. 56 students have received bronze, silver or gold reading awards 

for their consistent reading and quizzing.  Rewards will continue to be given out 

next term so all students in Year 7 and 8 have the opportunity to pick up a prize.  

Regular reading is an excellent way for students of any age to improve their academic ability and their 

mental wellbeing. Books can make great Christmas presents; children who own books are more likely to 

enjoy reading, and read regularly, than those who do not.   

 

Top Books of 2022   

The most popular books of the last half term have been Alice Oseman’s Heartstopper   

series – graphic stories about Nick and Charlie which is also a Netflix hit. These books 

have been flying out of the library since they arrived! (AR 2.5-2.7)  

 

Hannah Gold’s The Last Bear won the 2022 Blue Peter Award and      

Waterstone’s Book of the Year, it is a memorable story which mixes the adventure of life 

in the Arctic Circle with danger, drama and family relationships. (AR 5.6)  

 

Not my Problem by Ciara Smyth won the Waterstone’s prize for older readers, described as 

‘smart and funny’, the book sees high school fixer, Aideen, trying to solve everyone else’s 

problems despite having difficulties of her own. (KS4 SMY)   

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.place2be.org.uk/
https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.princes-trust.org.uk/help-for-young-people/who-else/housing-health-wellbeing/wellbeing/mental-health#UK
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/
https://tinyurl.com/3w37z58u
https://mermaidsuk.org.uk/
https://mermaidsuk.org.uk/


 

 

 

 


