
 Headteacher’s Message 

I hope you have all enjoyed a restful and enjoyable summer. We are looking forward to welcoming our new 

Year 7 students this week and we commend our Year 11 and 13 leavers on their delightful achievements 

during their time at the school and in their outstanding examination results.  

Examination Success 

It was brilliant to see so many happy faces as students received their examination results in August. Despite 
the challenges presented by the pandemic, our Year 11 and 13 students exceeded expectation, and bucked 
the national downward trend in results, to achieve the best set of outcomes in the school’s history.  
 
Our Sixth Form students were duly awarded a stunning set of results. Particularly pleasing was the number 
of students achieving the highest grades, with almost half of their A Level grades at A* or A. Owing to the 
talent and endeavour of this group of young adults, they have been successful in securing top class 
university and apprenticeship placements.  
 
We are equally proud of our Year 11 students, whose excellent efforts were rewarded with a stunning set of 

results. It is excellent to see so many students receiving the top grades, with almost half of them at 9 to 7/A*

-A.  Our Attainment 8 score, the proportion of students achieving strong passes in both Maths and English, 

as well as those achieving the English Baccalaureate was superb, far exceeding national and local trends.   

All of our students have faced the return to normal examinations this year with maturity and resilience and I 
wish them all the very best as they embark on their next steps. 
 

Welcome Back 

It will be a pleasure to open our doors and welcome all of our students back to school for the new term this 

Wednesday, 7th September. The start of a new academic year can be a daunting time for some students, 

particularly those starting Year 7 or joining Sixth Form, so please remember that if you have any concerns 

or queries, we have people here to support you and your children to make sure we get off to the very best 

start this year.  

Our students and parents are very aware of the very high standards we set here at Cardinal Hume. It’s 
these standards which allow the young people to thrive and achieve brilliant things, so please remember 
that we will expect everyone to be in school and ready to learn from Wednesday with full equipment, 
excellent uniform, exemplary behaviour and a commitment to face the challenges of the year ahead.  

 

Cardinal Hume Catholic School 

BULLETIN FOR PARENTS AND PUPILS 

Our School Prayer 

This day is full of promise and  opportunity: 
Lord, help me to waste none of it. 
 
This day is full of mystery and the unknown 
Lord, help me to face it without fear and  
anxiety. 
 

This day is full of adventure: 
Lord, help me to be fully alive to it all. 
 
Amen 



 

                                       Year 7 Transition 

 

We hope that Y7 have enjoyed a relaxing holiday and are excited to join 

us at Cardinal Hume. 

We look forward to welcoming them on Wednesday September 7th at 8.45am.  Y7 will spend 

the say in tutor groups, meeting key members of staff. They will  take a  tour of the school and 

there will be time for students to ask questions and really get to know their tutor and classmates.   

Y7s will be issued with their lunch cards on Wednesday morning and will have an opportunity to 

load up funds on the cash machines in school.  Children who receive free school meals will find 

that the funds are automatically uploaded to their cards. 

Many Y7s will have been working through their Transition workbook, which they received at 

school in July. Don’t worry if you haven’t been able to complete the work - your teachers will be 

happy to receive any completed work so do hand it in if you wish. 

 

Most Year 6 students are a little anxious about starting Y7, concerned about being late for les-

sons, going to the wrong room, forgetting something... We cannot promise that nothing like that 

will go wrong - it probably will do at some point with so many new things to remember and in a 

new building - but we can promise that there will always be someone there to help and support 

you, and that we can sort these problems out.   

 

Getting your child ready for a 

 new school term 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Starting school or going back after a break 
can feel difficult for children and young peo-
ple. As a parent or carer, you can help them 
prepare.   
 
For helpful advice and links to other support 
services, follow this link 
 
 
 

Getting ready for a new school term - 
Support for Parents from Action For Children  

 

 

     August 

22nd—26th 

We had a fan-

tastic week at 

our Summer 

School.  Almost 100 students joined us for a 

huge range of Transition activities and les-

sons. We learned a lot, but everyone agreed 

that the best part of Summer School was the 

number of new friendships that were made, 

and the confidence that students gained dur-

ing the week.  The staff team were hugely 

impressed with the Y6s enthusiasm and ex-

cellent conduct. Many thanks, too, to our 

wonderful Student Ambassadors who gave 

up their precious holidays to support the 

younger    students. 

https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/education/school-university/new-school-term/
https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/education/school-university/new-school-term/


 

Face-to-face education is important in helping pupils 
to fulfil their potential. 

During school time we believe pupils should be in 
class with their teachers and peers and enjoying all 
the benefits that brings. 

Parents or carers of a child have a legal responsibility to ensure their child receives a suitable education. 
This is usually achieved through regular attendance at school. 

Why is regular attendance so important? 

Being in school every day that it is open, is important to your child’s achievement, wellbeing, and their wid-
er development. 

With millions of pupils set to return to schools and colleges over the coming days, there will be a renewed 
focus on maximising pupils’ time in the classroom, as evidence shows that the students with the highest 
attendance throughout their time in school gain the best GCSE and A Level results. 

Here’s what the data shows: 

• Pupils with higher attainment at KS2 and KS4 had lower levels of absence over the key stage com-
pared to those with lower attainment. 

• Pupils who did not achieve the expected standard in reading, writing and maths in 2019 had an overall 
absence rate of 4.7% over the key stage, compared with 3.5% among pupils who achieved the ex-
pected standard and 2.7% among those who achieved the higher standard. 

• Pupils who did not achieve grade 9 to 4 in English and maths GCSEs in 2019 had an overall absence 
rate of 8.8% over the key stage, compared with 5.2% among pupils who achieved a grade 4 and 3.7% 
among pupils who achieved grade 9 to 5 in both English and maths. 

• Generally, the higher the percentage of sessions missed across the key stage at KS2 and KS4, the 
lower the level of attainment at the end of the key stage. 

• Among pupils with no missed sessions over KS2, 83.9% achieved the expected standard compared to 
40.2% of pupils who were persistently absent. 

• Among pupils with no missed sessions over KS4, 83.7% achieved grades 9 to 4 in English and maths 
compared to 35.6% of pupils who were persistently absent. 

There are only a small number of circumstances where missing a school day is permitted. 

When can my child be absent from school? 

When you register your child at school, you have a legal duty to ensure your child attends that school reg-
ularly.   This means that your child must attend every day that the school is open, unless: 

• Your child is too ill to attend that day. 

• You have asked in advance and been given permission by the school for your child to be absent on 
that day due to exceptional circumstances. 

• Your child cannot attend school on that day because it is a day you are taking part in religious ob-
servance 

• Your local authority is responsible for arranging your child’s transport to school and it is not available 
on that day or has not been provided yet; or 

• You are a gypsy/traveller family with no fixed abode, and you are required to travel for work that day 
meaning your child cannot attend their usual school. In most circumstances, however, your child is 
required to attend another school temporarily during such absences. 

These are the only circumstances where schools can permit your child to be absent. 

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/the-link-between-absence-and-attainment-at-ks2-and-ks4


   

School Travel  

 

 

Families are urged to plan their travel in advance for children who are returning for the new 
school term, and to walk or cycle if at all possible. 

For those who live within a reasonable distance, walking or cycling to school is not only a healthy 
option but supports our school aim to create a greener community. To facilitate this, bicycle 
sheds are available close to the student entrance. Please remember that cyclists must wear a 
helmet and walk with their bicycle within the school grounds. 

Scholars’ buses will return to their usual  service from September 7th. The 882 (Birtley) and 878 
(Wardley)  services will once again be very busy so priority passes will be distributed to pupils 
w.b. September 13th based on  capacity.  Priority will be given to  Y7, 8 and 9 in that order, and 
by distance from school.    Older students who travel on the 882 or 878 are advised to make al-
ternative arrangements if possible. 
 

School bus services | nexus.org.uk  

cardinal_hume_catholic_school_1.pdf (nexus.org.uk)  

 

For students travelling from Ouston,  the Altona bus service will continue with the usual          
timetable. Drivers will wait at each stop until all the expected students have arrived.  

   

https://www.nexus.org.uk/bus/guide-buses/school-bus-services
https://www.nexus.org.uk/sites/default/files/cardinal_hume_catholic_school_1.pdf

