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Glad tidings of great joy.

It doesn’t seem possible that we are
in yet another Advent and still in the
grip of the pandemic.
However, this is one of the most
beautiful parts of the liturgical
year, Advent, so there is much to
celebrate. The important message
I take from the Advent season is
the hope that, through our focus on
kindness, joy and peace within this
beautiful season, we can prepare the
world for the coming of Immanuel,
God with us in the flesh, fully human
and fully divine.
As I was dwelling on the Nativity
story, my mind went to something
I heard recently of a little girl who
was scared of the dark. When her
mother reminded her that God is
always with us, even in the dark, the
little girl responded, ‘I know that, but
sometimes I need God with flesh on’.
This is our human condition. God
knew that we needed Him with flesh
on, to truly understand the love and
goodness that come from Him alone.

SMILES ACROSS THE MILES
The generosity of the staff and students at
Cardinal Hume never ceases to amaze us.
We have yet again boxed and sent off a considerable contribution
to the Samaritan’s Purse appeal, Operation Christmas Child.
As well as our gifts, our prayers go with every box, in the hope
that the child or young person who receives it will feel our love,
kindness and positivity across the miles.
The mission of Operation Christmas Child is to show God's love
in a tangible way to children in need around the world, allowing
our school to really tap into the Christian message of the Good
Samaritan, ‘Love your neighbour’.

In Jesus, all our hopes, needs and
expectations are fulfilled.
In this year of the sacred Eucharist,
‘The source and summit of our
Christian faith’ we can be assured
that, together around the table of the
Lord, we can continue to meet the
risen Jesus in the flesh, physically
accepting him in the Mass, Heaven’s
perfect lamb sent to deliver us from
all evil.

AN ADVENT PRAYER
Joy filled giver of life,
Let the anticipation of your birth
fill us with overflowing joy.
May our excitement and hope be
a sign to the world that you are
always near.
Amen
Our school community wishes
you and yours a Joyful and blessed
Christmas and a peaceful and
hopeful New Year.

M.Burgess

MRS. M. BURGESS
Director of Ethos

AN ADVENT MESSAGE FROM OUR HEAD TEACHER

BALTIC BRILLIANCE

During this season of Advent, we are challenging everyone
in our school community to reflect on its significance and
meaning. This year, Black Friday came in November, the
John Lewis advert even earlier and the rush to spend
– both online and in store – appeared to be a frenzy as
many rushed to pump money back into the economy
and make up for all of those missed opportunities, and
missed spending, due to the restrictions we have faced
since March 2020. Within a short radius of my own home,
I counted over a dozen homes with decorated trees and
Christmas lights by the end of October.
Clearly, no encouragement is needed from me to
encourage people to prepare the gifts, the decorations
and make the practical arrangements for Christmas –
there seems to be an added desire to make this festive
season particularly joyous. In the words of one of our
students, ‘People seem really up for Christmas this year’.
This is great to hear, and understandable considering the
restrictions in place at this time last year.
However, in our Catholic tradition, Advent is more than
just preparing things. It is a time of preparation, waiting

Isobel Shield, Maria Karowicz,
Cecilia Neri, Lilly McKinnon, Callum
McCready, Ella Hogarth and Naomi
Sayal formed part of a group of young
creative art students from Cardinal
Hume who worked with The Baltic
Art Gallery throughout years 7, 8 and
9 on a range of artist-led workshops.

and expectation when, by practical kindness and prayer,
we prepare in a spiritual way for the coming of the Christ
child. I would hope that, as we revel in our collective
Christmas conscience, enjoying all the familiar festivities,
that we can spare a thought and maybe even practical
help with those less fortunate. It might help to remind
ourselves that the Nativity story is fundamentally about a
baby, in all its vulnerability, born into poverty and danger,
God with us but still in need of special human protection.
By linking this understanding to Pope Francis’ words,
‘Poverty has a face, the face of a child’, let us spread our
love out to others far and wide to make sure that we keep
the Christ in Christmas.
The themes symbolised in our Advent wreath and the
lighting of our candles each week are hope, love, joy and
peace.
I hope that you and your families are blessed with hope
and love during this beautiful season and that you have a
joyful Christmas and a peaceful New Year.
Mr B. Robson
Head Teacher

When the lockdown happened,
they formed The Baltic Young
Programmers to plan and deliver a
commission that would reflect some
of their experiences over the past
year.
The group started meeting with Zoe
Allan and Florence Darling on Zoom
and took part in online workshops
with games designer Adam Dixon.
Once BALTIC reopened, they met
every other Saturday.
Rainbow’s End is the result of their
hard work. It asks us to playfully
explore our own lockdown journeys,
negotiate conflicting information and
consider to what extent we should
follow the rules and which we might
break along the way. The site-specific
artwork is in BALTIC Square.

CARDINAL HUME MFL HUB
HAS A RIGHT HONOURABLE TIME

Mr Walker wrote, in his letter of
thanks, that he was, ‘particularly
pleased to see your work as part of
one of the nine lead language hub
schools and was impressed to hear
directly from students how this is
positively impacting their language
education’.
He also expressed his thanks to all
for making him feel so welcome.
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Lilly McKinnon, Callum McCready,
Cecilia Neri and Isobel Shield
have also been working towards

their Gold Arts Award and have
been attending extra sessions at
The Baltic throughout the school
holidays to work on their portfolios.
Ella Hoggarth and Naomi Sayal
completed their Bronze Arts Award
during lockdown.

DESIGN A
CHRISTMAS CARD
COMPETITION

The Rt Hon Robin Walker MP,
Minister of State for School
Standards, visited Cardinal Hume
on Thursday 14th October to meet
students, teachers and leaders to find
out about the school’s successful and
thriving Modern Foreign Languages
Hub.
He enjoyed meeting and talking to Mr
Hurn, Mr Robson, Mrs Wood and of
course our fabulous students.

The group had to work hard and
think creatively to come up with a
design that would be accessible
and safe, whilst also navigating
changing covid restrictions.

Key Stage 3
2 winners!
(There will be prizes!)

Best Nativity scene
and

Most creative
Hand in to Mrs Burgess
or Miss Mullis

To celebrate the wonderful festival of
Christmas, Miss Mullis has organised a
Christmas card competition for KS3.
There will be prizes for the best
Nativity and most creative. Knowing the
tremendous creativity of our students,
the quality will be great.
It is hoped that the winners will have their
cards printed up to be used next Christmas.
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OUR CHALLENGE FOR CHANGE

WE DIDN’T

COP OUT

The Cardinal Hume Climate Group aims to
create a larger awareness around the school
about the topic of climate change, how it will
affect our generation and what small changes
can be made to allow for a better, cleaner and
safer future for our planet.
To continue the school’s journey to being even more
environmentally friendly, the group have already
planted bulbs that were handed out at the COP 26
rally in Newcastle. We have also begun to make
banners using only recycled material and begun to
plan how more people can get involved by contacting
Groundwork who work with the local recycling centres
and schools to educate and encourage environmental
awareness.
To hopefully inspire you and make you think about
how you can contribute, here are some reasons why
people have decided to join in with Cardinal Hume’s
efforts to make a change.
Ethan Stayman: “I really wanted to be a part of this
because it is about getting to the point where we need
to do something urgently. It is important to get people
to think about what we are really doing to the planet”

David Dryfik: “I’ve joined the Climate Group not
for my own personal gain, but so I can contribute
to a greater future of our world and to help future
generations”
Leni Middleton: “We have a responsibility to fix the
problems humanity has already created, and to do
so, we need to somehow take part in changing the
course of the future for the better. Whether that is
going to climate protests or simply just putting a
plastic bottle in the recycling”
Spencer Welsh: “I want to make a change
and encourage others to do so too”
Our motto is ‘Cleaner, Safer, Better’
We challenge you to change.
The Cardinal Hume Climate Group.

GLORIOUS
DANCE GROUP

In addition, in Geography, under Mr
Johnson’s guidance, all year groups
have written letters to our local MPs
to make them aware of the problems
raised at COP 26 and to show them
how much our students care about
the environment and how seriously
they take their duty of stewardship
remembering that, ‘The earth is the
Lord’s and everything in it’ Psalm 24:1.

Psalm 149:3
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The atmosphere was exciting, and
I was warmly welcomed by everyone
present, in particular a wonderful
choir called, ‘Making Waves’. After
marching from the Civic Centre down
Northumberland Street, I ended up
singing at Gray’s monument.
I took the posters that my year 8s
had created in their RE lessons and
was proud to represent them as
young people who care about the
environment.
I brought back some bulbs that were
being handed out by a school in
Byker, and the newly formed Climate
Change group have planted them in
our Memory Garden to remind us
that we have a great responsibility as
stewards of God’s creation.

‘Let them praise His name
with dancing’

It is beautiful thing to see God’s
spirit moving and that seems to
be what has happened with this
new group. The five Year 8 girls
who asked to set up the new
liturgical dance group practised
hard to be ready to perform a
beautiful ‘choreography’ signed
by Glynis Blyth, as part of our
Advent services.
This fits in so well with Cardinal
Hume’s policy of inclusion and
we hope that this enabled those
students who are from the deaf

Teaching RE and the issues that
arise always lays down a challenge.
As teachers, we can’t teach one
thing and do another. The students
expect and deserve more. For this
reason, I pushed myself right out
of my comfort zone and decided to
attend the COP 26 rally in Newcastle.
It took place at the same time as the
rally in Glasgow and others in over
100 locations in the UK.

community to participate more
fully in our Advent celebrations
in our lead up to Christmas.
The t-shirts were printed by a
local lady who is herself from
the deaf community.
They were signed with ‘Glory’

which is the title of the Chris
Tomlin song to which the girls
were performing.
The girls have lots more ideas
for future dances and we
look forward to many more
wonderful performances.

COP26
UN CLIMATE
CHANGE
CONFERENCE
UK 2021
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PRESERVED FOR POSTERITY
Pupils from Cardinal Hume have had their memories
of life during the coronavirus pandemic preserved as
part of the 2021 School Time Capsule, a project led by
BAFTA Kids, children’s mental health charity Place2Be,
and Oak National Academy.

2021-22 the year of the Eucharist

Together around the table of the Lord
The Eucharist, ‘The source and
summit of our Christian faith’

The Year of the Eucharist
October 17th 2021- October 2022

Students were invited to use art, photography,
writing or other media to portray how the pandemic
affected them. The pupils from Cardinal Hume
submitted art and poetry.
The submissions from Cardinal Hume in the form
of a beautiful poem from Rufaidah Abdulrasaq and
creative art work from Leni Middleton and Beth
McPherson have not only been preserved alongside
those from other schools all over England, Scotland
and Wales but have appeared in a short film featuring
pupils’ words, voices and artwork published to
accompany the sealing of the Schools Time Capsule
on 22 November.
The Time Capsule includes memories from a wide
range of perspectives and experiences, ranging
from 5-6 year olds through to 17-18 year olds, and
Academies and State-funded schools as well as
Independent schools and Specialist schools.
As part of our contribution, Rufaidah was sent a
lovely letter of thanks with accompanying presents
which Mr Robson kindly presented to her in a
Headteacher’s assembly.

In addition, Cardinal Hume will receive a certificate
of participation to commemorate the time capsule.
The Time Capsule was sealed at BAFTA’s
prestigious headquarters on London’s Piccadilly. The
pupils’ reflections on this important moment
in history will be shared with future generations
when the capsule is opened in 2047, marking BAFTA’s
100 year anniversary.
The project was supported by a host of famous faces
including Claudia Winkleman, Lemn Sissay and Rhys
Stephenson who contributed to a video encouraging
children to get involved earlier this year.
Catherine Roche, Chief Executive of Place2Be, said:
“We have loved seeing the creative ways that children
and young people chose to share their experiences
for the 2021 Schools Time Capsule – whether it’s
the difficult times and the things they’ve missed, or
the special moments and what they’ve learned. This
is a wonderfully unique collection of memories to
preserve for the future.”
Tim Hunter, Executive Director of Inclusion Policy &
Membership at BAFTA, said:
“This time capsule will be opened in 25 years’
time, to mark BAFTA’s 100-year anniversary and to
celebrate how kids have made it through difficult
times over the past year. It highlights how art, media
and other creative expression has underpinned
the struggles of the last year for young talent, and
something BAFTA can look forward to celebrating in
the future.”
Matt Hood, Principal of Oak National Academy, said:
“It has been a tough year for children and young
people. As we look forward to things returning to
normal, it’s important to reflect back on how the
pandemic has affected their friendships, schooling
and everyday life. The 2021 School Time Capsule
is a great chance to preserve their insights on this
moment in history for future generations to learn
from — and of course to have fun in the process.”
You can see the video and listen to Rufaidah’s
beautiful poem here: https://youtu.be/wRZuiPqIkwY
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This year, the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle
aims to celebrate the Eucharist at the heart of the
life and mission of the Church and to gather people
back to the Mass and the Sacraments. If you visit
Cardinal Hume you will be welcomed by a new poster
to remind us that we are never together more closely
than when we gather around the table of the Lord.
As we embarked on the Year of the Eucharist, Bishop
Robert said, “It’s an opportunity to re-connect with
the Sacramental Church – Christ in the Eucharist at
the source and summit of our Catholic faith.”
“We’re having a year of the Eucharist, linked with the
synodal process that the Holy Father has asked us to
engage with. It’s an opportunity for all of us to reflect
on how we listen to the Lord in the power of the Holy
Spirit.”

Throughout the year we have the following aims:
Our Hopes
In this ‘Year of the Eucharist’ we hope to:
Revitalise and renew our faith through a deepening
prayer and devotion of the Eucharist.
Grow as a Diocese in our love and appreciation of the
Eucharist.
Deepen our appreciation of the liturgical celebration
of the Eucharist through the rites.
Celebrate Eucharist as being at the heart of the life
and mission of the Church, gathering people back.
Go out to love and serve the world nourished by the
Eucharist.
Various events, invitations, publications and resources
will be available this coming year so keep an eye on the
Diocesan website for the adverts as the year unfolds.

REVERSING OUR THINKING
Advent is the 4 week period
leading up to Christmas when
Catholics make a special effort to
do ‘random acts of kindness’.
They do this to prepare
themselves for Christmas and the
celebration of the birth of Jesus.
After the incredible success of
the Reverse Advent Calendar
last year, we once again showed
support to our local food bank
through donating food, drinks and
toiletries throughout Advent.
Pupils were shown a virtual
assembly to promote this in tutors
and they were given 3 themes,
one for each week; Savoury items,
cereals and drinks; Toiletries;
Sweets and puddings.

This ensured that as many basic needs were met as possible.
We send our gratitude to all parents and carers for your tremendous
support with this.
Ms Carr and Mrs Proctor
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MOST MOMENTOUS MACMILLAN
Even though we had to be patient, our
determined DT department made sure
that we supported the MacMillan coffee
morning this year. Because we had to
wait until the end of October it seemed
appropriate that the theme would be
Halloween.
As usual the DT department and the
students baked copious numbers of
delicious scones and sweet treats all
washed down with tea, coffee or squash.
There was an amazing turn out of both
staff and pupils and the raffle table was
bending with the contributions we had
received.

The highlight was the bake-off
competition and the students’ creations
surpassed anything we have had
previously. With over 70 entries from
KS3 and KS4, this was the biggest turn
out in the history of the Cardinal Hume
Bake-off.
Special shout outs go to our KS3 winner
Kayla Kennedy with her amazing brain
cake and to Katie Watson with the
graveyard of chocolate.
Overall, we raised an amazing £615 for
the charity throughout the morning and
thank all staff members, students and
parents and carers for their support.

FAYE GIVES IT A ONE-TWO AT BROCKET HALL
Future star of the women’s game, our own Faye
Wheatley, won in the Faldo Series Europe Grand Finals
at Brocket Hall, one of the most respected trophies in
the junior game.
Sir Nick Faldo formed the Series to develop
tomorrow’s champions and grow the game. In the 24th
Europe Grand Final, Faye completed the Girls onetwo, with an inspiring win to claim the prestigious 25th
Faldo Series Europe Grand Final title.
Making her mark in Faldo Series history, the 25th
Europe Grand Final champion said: “This is amazing
to finish the week as champion in a really competitive
field. To come through qualifying and be at such a big
event like a Grand Final was quite surreal at times,
and I really didn’t expect the week to go as it did.

I’ll continue to
work hard on my
game as one of my
biggest goals for
next year now is
to come back and
defend my title.”
Faye’s win earns
her an invite to the Faldo Series Asia Grand Final
in 2022, where she will get to compete against topperforming juniors across the world. Further building
on the unique competitive opportunities for her, she
will also be offered a start position on a professional
Tour event in the 2022 LET or Access Series schedule.
Well done Faye and best wishes for the future.

SCHOOL TERM DATES 2022 - 2023
AUTUMN TERM 2022		 MONDAY 5th SEPTEMBER - FRIDAY 21st OCTOBER

School Holiday		 Monday 24th October - Friday 28th October
Term Resumes		 MONDAY 31st OCTOBER - FRIDAY 23RD DECEMBER
School Holiday		 Monday 26th December - Friday 6th January
SPRING TERM 2023		 MONDAY 9th JANUARY - FRIDAY 17th FEBRUARY
School Holiday		 Monday 20th February - Friday 24th February
Term Resumes		 MONDAY 27th FEBRUARY - FRIDAY 31st MARCH
School Holiday		 Monday 3rd April - Friday 14th April (Easter Weekend 7th - 10th April)
SUMMER TERM 2023		 MONDAY 17th APRIL - FRIDAY 26th MAY
School Holiday		 Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June
Term Resumes		 MONDAY 5th JUNE - FRIDAY 21st JULY
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