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We do hope that you enjoy it as much as
previous editions and that the hard work that
has gone on behind the scenes, by people too
numerous to mention, has produced a
newsletter equal to past endeavours. It is also
our dearest hope that this Eastertide finds you
all truly blessed in the spiritual awakening
revealed to us all in the person of Jesus Christ.
We hope that this special Church Year of the
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, encourages all
members of our school and deanery
community to understand the importance of
treating every person we encounter as all part
of God’s creation. We ask that God blesses us
all as we seek to be more merciful in our
relationships with each other and especially
with those we may struggle with.
The aim of our newsletter, as always, is to
highlight to you the parents, guardians and
parishioners, all the great work that is being
undertaken at Cardinal Hume Catholic School.
Student success can never be limited to the
academic, though we are fully aware of its
importance, but at Cardinal Hume Catholic

School we believe the development of the
whole person and their unique talents is of
equal importance. An outstanding school
community allows students to flourish and
develop in a number of ways and it is this
approach to education we seek to nurture at
Cardinal Hume Catholic School. Indeed it is
this approach we hope is reflected in every
page of the `Cardinal’s Virtues.’
We hope you enjoy reading this eighth volume
of our newsletter and would like to thank you all
for your great support and prayers, which play
such a great role in our success in spreading
the gospel message to our young people.
If you feel you would like to contribute to the
`Cardinal’s Virtues’ in any way, please do not
hesitate to contact, Director of Ethos:
Damian McCann at dmn@cardinalhume.com
or the Chaplain Mrs Proctor by phoning the
school.

MR DAMIAN McCANN
DIRECTOR OF ETHOS

SCHOOL YEAR OF MERCY PRAYER
Dear Lord,
During this Year of Mercy, help us to be
more merciful, compassionate and caring
to our neighbours.
Help us, as part of the Cardinal Hume
Catholic School community, to become
beacons of mercy to everyone we meet
both in and out of school.
Help us to be more understanding of
others, especially when we find it hard to
be kind to them.
Help us to follow the words of Jesus in the
Gospel when He said:
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will be
shown mercy.”
Amen
(Cardinal Hume Justice and Peace Group)
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BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN FAITH

LENT IN THE YEAR OF MERCY
THE PATH OF INCLUSIVITY

Possibly the greatest tragedy in the history of religion has been our human wish to
believe that our own personal tradition is the correct version and everybody else
is wrong. It is only our own particular faith group, who if they have lived a good life,
can achieve salvation. everybody else is wrong. This thinking has at best built walls
of intolerance and at worst leD to crusades and genocide. It was with this thinking
particularly in mind that led the Vatican II Council to declare Nostra Aetate (In Our Time)
the Declaration on the Relation of the Church with Non-Christian Religions.
A hugely important document that seeks to
bring a unity amongst all faith traditions. A
focus on what we have in common as people
of faith, not what we differ on. Something
that seeks to promote peace and love not
hate and violence. The Declaration begins by
highlighting the unity that exists in all people,
we are all God’s creations and so ultimately
will return to God. It brings to attention
some of the great philosophical questioning
regarding the human condition evident in the
Hindu and Buddhist traditions. It notes the
willingness of the Catholic Church to accept
truths present in other religions in so much
as they share common ground with and
reflect Catholic teaching.

Aetate and the Pope’s words we have a change
in thought and ability to reason that moves
beyond a purely Christian understanding of the
world. Something that should be applauded as
a mechanism that seeks to establish a future of
peace and understanding between all faiths.
However, thinking beyond a Christian
understanding of the world is not new to the

in the absence of God or religion, the advent
of the moral compass of the individual. Some
may rejoice at such an idea but in doing so are
failing to understand the great truth that lies at
the heart of all our faith traditions. To subtract
a relationship with God from any moral
understanding of our world is a destructive
concept in a negative sense.

With this in mind it was wonderful to witness
the continuing breaking down of walls of fear
and intolerance when Pope Francis on his visit
to Rome’s great synagogue on January 17th
mentioned that the Church recognises God’s
“irrevocable” covenant with Israel along with
the unique relationship between Christians
and Jews. This new relationship between the
two great faiths has radically changed over the
last 50 years following Vatican II’s declaration
Nostra Aetate, which condemned all forms of
anti-Semitism. In the words of Pope Francis
“You are our elder brothers and sisters in the
faith. Indeed, we all belong to one family of
God, who accompanies and protects us, his
people. From enemies and strangers we have
become brothers and sisters.” With Nostra
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The event commemorates Jesus washing the
feet of his disciples before the Last Supper.
The great act of the servant leader. This is not
a new thing in the Church however, though
some believe it is going against tradition.

Lent is sometimes forgotten as a period
of self-reflection and sacrifice that seeks
to develop the fullness of us all in the
light of God’s mercy and forgiveness.
It calls us to stop and think in an extremely
fast modern society and to ask questions such
as: Am I the person I would like to be? How
can I improve who I am? Questions which we
rest in God’s mercy and forgiveness.
Lent is highlighted as an important time in
school life. We have a number of different
events going on which seek to raise an
understanding of the significance of what
Lent is through such simple things as `Purple
Friday’. This is a time that staff are asked
to wear purple on Fridays during Lent and
students are asked to question staff as to why

The document describes how the Catholic
Church regards Muslims with esteem and
mentions areas that Islam has in common
with Christianity and Catholicism: worship
of One God, the Creator of Heaven and Earth,
Merciful and Omnipotent; the Muslims’ respect
for Abraham and Mary and the great respect
they have for Jesus, whom they consider to be
a Prophet and not God. The Declaration urges
Catholics and Muslims to forget the hostilities
and differences of the past and to work
together for mutual understanding and benefit.
The relationship with the Jewish is described
as a special bond between people of the
`New Covenant’ (Christians) and Abraham’s
stock (Jews). To in any way blame the Jews
for the death of Jesus is wrong and to make
any link between Jews present at that time
and those in our present time is an error.
All forms of anti- Semitism made by anyone
are unacceptable as the Jews have a special
covenant with God and so share a special
relationship with all Christians.

In removing restrictions on women taking part
in the feet washing ceremony during the Holy
Thursday Liturgy, Pope Francis has called for
an `opening of heart’ from Christians who
obstinately maintain `It’s always been done
that way.’

Catholic Church. We have many examples of
hands of reconciliation being stretched out.
One that particularly sticks out is the time St
Francis met with the Sultan of Egypt Malik alKamil trying to stop the bloody onslaught of the
disastrous fifth crusade in 1219, his intention
being to convert the Sultan to Christianity. A
meeting at time when Christians and Muslims
viewed each other with hate and suspicion
says as much about the Sultan as it does of
St Francis. It was the deep rooted faith belief
of both men that enabled the meeting to take
place. Although St Francis was unsuccessful,
he came away from the peaceful encounter
with revolutionary ideas that called for
Christians to live harmoniously with Muslims.
We live in a time when, according to some
polls, it is more likely that a person would say
they have no religion rather than adhere to a
religion at all. People seem to want to create
a moral code that fits them. In many cases,
that something doesn’t challenge and is not
directed at them from an external source such
as religion. The danger of this of course, is that
a moral understanding of the world is created

As in line with the teaching of St Thomas
Aquinas in his Natural Law Theology, all faiths
can identify natural law in the world around
them which leads to a relationship with God.
For Catholics, the way is clearly sign posted in
the Incarnation of Jesus Christ as God, but as in
line with the teaching in Nostre Aertate, this is
not done in a way that seeks to exclude others,
but rather to find the common ground that
wishes to include us all in a peaceful and loving
relationship with each other and God.
It is this belief which lies at the heart of our
Catholic school. At Cardinal Hume Catholic
School we provide clear teaching from a
faith perspective but in a way that includes
all staff and students. Whether some have
a different faith or no faith at all, there is an
understanding that we are all in the same
boat. We are all journeying through this life
together as God’s creations and will be unified
with God one day. We encourage each other
to be the best people we can be through
academic achievement and promotion of the
common good. In this aspect of our lives we
are truly all brothers and sisters in faith.

they are wearing purple garments. In addition,
the great idea of classroom doors being set
up as `Doors of Mercy’ seeks to ground young
people in the message of the importance of
mercy and forgiveness.
Our student Justice and Peace Group have
come up with a chart that track the days of
Lent and on each day students are asked to
do something like pray; smile, be kind, give up
something, do something positive and so on.
A simple and effective way of encouraging all
students at Cardinal Hume Catholic School to
step into a Lenten journey.

Hundreds of years before the current
emphasis by Pope Pius XII in 1955 on only
men being able to take part, women had been
included.
The joy that lies in this act by Pope Francis
is the greater visibility that women receive
by being able to participate in such acts of
worship. Women do great work that, for those
not aware, may go unnoticed, such as parish
organisers, catechists and teachers.
Our Pope Francis continues to bring the great
example of servant leadership to the only
place that it can truly grow, into the hearts and
minds of the faithful along with the curious.
Denzel Mae Faeldo

Fundraising is always a key point in raising
money to help the less fortunate and a key
component in the corporal works of mercy.
Events such as the talent show, the school
fair and student ideas for fundraising, unite
as we seek to help students understand the
significance, depth and lifelong importance of
the Parable of the Sheep and Goats.

“Truly I tell you, whatever
you did for one of the
least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you
did for me”
Luke 25:40

Pope Francis washes inmates’ feet

YOUTH FRIDAY WITH YMT
Year 8 students from Cardinal Hume
Catholic School were delighted to attend
what was an outstanding Youth Friday
celebration at St Mary’s Cathedral in
Newcastle Upon Tyne.
The celebration, linked to the Year of Mercy,
was under the theme `Love Undeserved’ and
was brilliantly organised by the wonderful
Youth Ministry Team (YMT). The day began with
an introduction by Father Dermott Donnelly
(Dean of St Mary’s Catholic Cathedral) and
opening words from Bishop Seamus before
the young people from YMT took over and
took us all on a journey of drama (a wonderful
version of the Good Samaritan) song and

personal testimony from YMT members past,
present and future.
The event was a great celebration of the work
that the YMT do and have been doing over the
last 25 years in the diocese. We look forward
to the great work they will continue to do and
wish the newly appointed Director of YMT,
Tony Lawless, all the very best as he continues
to promote the great work of YMT. Finally, a
huge thank you from everyone in the Diocese
to Father Dermott Donnelly the maestro who
came up with the idea and wish him all the
very best in all his new ventures in promoting
the Good News.
Olivia Rushton, Aidan Campbell, Jessica Diamond
Cardinal Hume Media Group
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ash wednesday service

THE GOOD
SAMARITANS

THE ADVENT OF THE YEAR OF MERCY
spiritual journey through a special Advent
service. RE classes took a lesson to take this
journey through a number of special prayer
stations that reflected on good works, the
importance of prayer, fulfilling our potential
and the joy of the Incarnation. It was a privilege
to sit with the young people as they took this
journey. We now raise our eyes towards Easter.
Below is our Year of Mercy school prayer:

There was a real purpose of joy to the
launching of the `Year of Mercy’ at Cardinal
Hume Catholic School during Advent. Our
student Justice and Peace Group composed
a Year of Mercy prayer and powerpoints for
all our tutor groups as the whole school
community focussed on our calling to be
more merciful in all our relationships.

The Good Samaritans

It is always wonderful to hear
good news about students that
attend Cardinal Hume Catholic
School, but the greatest news
to hear is when students do
something that makes your heart
swell with pride while not directly
under school supervision. An act
so unselfish and caring that it
motivates others to go out of their
way and contact the school to tell
you how wonderful your pupils
are. Indeed it raises your eyes
heavenwards in thanks and hope.

Students distribute ashes

On Wednesday, 10th February Cardinal Hume Catholic School held
an Ash Wednesday Service to remind us all of the beginning of Lent.
There was a good turnout at the voluntary service and as a community we gathered to focus on
our upcoming commitment to Lent. The service was brilliantly prepared by our school Chaplain
Mrs Proctor and accompanied by the Head of Music Mr Potter. The service opened with a beautiful
musical elegance that created a spiritual ambience for all to enjoy. Mrs Proctor then explained the
story behind Ash Wednesday and Lent, explaining how Jesus spent 40 days in the desert without
food or water as a test. We mirror that with today’s Lenten commitments, in which most Catholics
give something up for 40 days, such as chocolate or start doing something like daily prayer.
After Mrs Proctor gave her overview of Lent, staff and pupils went up to receive the Ashes, a
marked sign on their forehead or their hands. This marked us out as pilgrims for the upcoming
Lenten season and the challenges we are giving ourselves. We had two services with the one for
older students, which was led by students, who also gave out the ashes. The services ended with
some prayer and quiet reflection time before we entered back into daily school life with the Year of
Mercy firmly in our mind.

“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful”
Luke 6:36
Hannah Allan
Cardinal Hume Media Group
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It was such an act that took place on a recent
freezing cold December evening. A group
of our students had been playing football at
Gateshead Stadium and afterwards decided to
go and get something to eat. On their way to
get a bite to eat, they had to pass through the
skate park under the 5 bridges in Gateshead.
While walking through the park they saw a man
lying on the ground and thought best to avoid
this person on a dark night. After a bite to eat,
they returned through the skate park and saw
the man lying on the ground in exactly the same
position. This startled the boys as they thought
something must be wrong with him, if on such a
cold night he had not moved since the first time
they had passed him.
The boys approached the man and found
him to be unconscious. They then placed the
man in the recovery position and phoned the
ambulance. When the ambulance arrived, they
guided it into the skate park and lifted the man
onto the stretcher and pushed him up to the
ambulance. The Paramedics were nothing less
than astonished by the boy’s actions explaining
that without their caring nature and practical
response the man would have died if left out in
the cold for the night.
Such actions bring to mind the words of the
great playwright Sean O’Casey when he stated
“Every action of our lives touches on some
cord that will vibrate in eternity.” In the case
of all the boys a truly wonderful vibration that
reflects wonderfully on their families, school
community and local community.

Part of the Advent fundraising celebration
this year, along with all the other outstanding
fundraising that goes on with all tutor groups
thanks to our committed tutors and Chaplain,
was the `Candy Cane Stall’ the Justice and
Peace group organised. The idea came from
the deeply devout movie `Mean Girls’ (I jest
of course), but joking aside, there was a
message given out through the stall that lies
at the heart of what Pope Francis is asking of
us all in this Year of Mercy.
The idea of doing things for others and
seeking reconciliation. Students could not
buy a candy cane for themselves but rather
had to buy it for someone else as a gift. A
positive message along with the candy cane
was delivered by students to the delighted
recipients on the last day of term. This
was a lovely way for students to celebrate

Dear Lord,
During this Year of Mercy, help us to be more
merciful, compassionate and caring to our
neighbours.
Help us, as part of the Cardinal Hume Catholic
School community, to become beacons of
mercy to everyone we meet both in and out of
school.
Help us to be more understanding of others,
especially when we find it hard to be kind to
them.

Prayer Tree

friendship or build bridges, with the
importance of thinking of others to create joy,
central to the task.
Along with this work our Chaplain, Mrs Proctor,
brought our Year 7 students on a wonderful

Help us to follow the words of Jesus in the
Gospel when He said:
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will be
shown mercy.”
Amen

The International Eucharistic Congress
The International Eucharistic Congress (IEP) is held every four years and
this year was held in Cebu, Philippines from the 24th-31st of January. It
is the 51st International Congress, where people from all over the world
are invited to participate in this pilgrimage and an hour of mass hosted
by Archbishop Jose Palma of Cebu and other concerned committees that
are prepared to promote this religious gathering about world problems
that are occurring today. For example, malnutrition and starvation. The
previous congress was held in the Knock Shrine, Co. Mayo, Ireland. The
theme of this year’s congress was “Christ in you, our hope of Glory”.
This event gathers the clergy to reflect the mystery of the Eucharist, it
allows people to witness the presence of Jesus Christ and grow a better
understanding of the liturgy in the life of the church.
During the seven days of the congress, it drew thousands of participants
– including laity and Church leaders – from different parts of the world
to celebrate the purpose of the church- to be part of an International
community with a strong faith in God. Archbishop Jose expresses his
gratitude to people who helped in the preparations of the IEC as well
as those who attended: “We thank at this point the many people who
certainly because of their prayers, because of their involvement, because
of their generosity, because of their volunteerism, the preparation is
practically done”
Anne Griffin, overall manager of the 50th IEC in Dublin, Ireland urged
the Cebuano to be faithful in their efforts for the event. “There are a lot
of things that will happen and this will be a big milestone in the history of
Cebu, Philippines,” she said. In addition, Cardinal Charles explains that
“The IEC calls for a commitment to a world of justice.” Although Pope
Francis was not able to attend, he gave a book of Gospels as a gift to the
Eucharistic Congress.
Overall, the Eucharistic Congress was a great success in creating
awareness that, as a catholic family, we must promote justice through

tackling the scourge of poverty. As many have witnessed, the IEC is a
great support to the community in which it is held, where faith in God is
what makes us part of a Universal family.
Central to all of this is the importance of the Eucharist itself summed up
in the words of Pope Francis:
“The Eucharist speaks to us of that power, which flows from the
Cross and constantly brings new life. It changes hearts. It enables
us to be caring, to protect the poor and the vulnerable, and to be
sensitive to the cry of our brothers and sisters in need. It teaches us
to act with integrity and to reject the injustice and corruption which
poison the roots of society.”
Denzel Mae Faeldo, Cardinal Hume Media Group
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PHILOSOPHY CONFERENCE AT CARDINAL HUME

CARDINAL HUME CATHOLIC SCHOOL SCHOOL APP LAUNCHED

Cardinal Hume Catholic School, courtesy of Head Teacher Nick
Hurn, was delighted to host a GCSE Philosophy Conference for a
second year led by the esteemed philosopher Dr Peter Vardy.

At Cardinal Hume Catholic School we take pride in always
seeking new ways in which to communicate with our school
and local community. Our latest venture is the launch of
our new school app which enables easy access to important
and urgent updates about the school.
The new app enables access to a number of things such as: school news and
letters, term and holiday dates, parish, deanery and diocesan events, our school
achievements, the school brochure and much, much more. Downloading the app is
very easy. Simply search for ‘Cardinal Hume School’ in your Apple or Google app store
and remember to allow Push Notifications in order to receive updates instantly.
The new school app doesn’t only inform parents of key dates but it is also ideal for
pupils as it informs them of key examination dates, extracurricular activities and
school uniform standards. It even gives information about our school library which
could come in useful for English lessons, revision or the knowledge of having a quiet
place to concentrate on homework. The student section of the app even includes a
gallery of pictures where pupils can reflect upon memories they may have shared in
school but also where parents get to see what their children have participated in and
what it was like.
In addition to this, the app gives a chance for our school sixth formers to get involved.
It gives a truthful insight into what our Sixth Form is like and what courses are
available to students. It illustrates what a wonderful Sixth Form we have and why
attending Sixth Form at Cardinal Hume Catholic School would be one of the best life
choices a student could make.
Finally, we aim to provide an easy and useful resource that students and their parents
can refer to for all the latest school updates in an easy way. As a Catholic school we
want everyone to feel like a valued member and we believe the new school app is a
way of supporting this idea. Don’t take my words for it, try it and see!

Vardy in action

The aim of the conference is to stretch
students’ learning in modes of higher
thinking and give them an understanding
of how to answer exam board questions
in an A* way. From the start of the day,
students were captured by Dr Vardy’s fierce
intelligence and clear thinking. One of
his great abilities as a lecturer is linking
philosophy to what is going on in the world
today in a way that is both understandable
and relevant in the lives of students. One
way this worked particularly well was
through identifying key themes from movies
such as Harry Potter and illuminating the
deeper philosophical nature of what first
seemed just a movie clip. A particular
highlight of the day was the parliamentary
style debate in which `the House’ had to
decide whether we have a moral obligation
to provide genetic excellence for future
generations. All students from Cardinal
Hume Catholic School, St Robert of
Newminster, St Wilfrid’s, St Mary’s Catholic
Academy, Newcastle High School for Girls,
Rye Hill and Durham High School for Girls
took part in what was a highly stimulating
debate with the motion being declined by
97%. The Bishop will be pleased to hear!
Probably the greatest service Dr Vardy
gives to the world of Religious Studies is
the message he brings in regards to the
importance of the subject today. It, as a
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subject, underpins all modes of thought,
political structure and religious belief
that exist and have existed in the world.
An A-level in Religious Studies is not only
a subject that can help you on the path to
studying Law, Medicine, Ethical Business,
Teaching, Social Work and the Police, but
has real value in helping us to understand
our purpose on this world and what will
truly make us happy. Now how to be truly
happy, that really is worth finding out!

Enya Basquil
Cardinal Hume Media Group

Top Philosopher engages students

Host Success At Gateshead Schools Rowing Competition
Cardinal Hume Catholic School was
delighted to host the Gateshead schools
rowing championship again. The event
focused on students from a number of
year groups competing against each
other in order to see who could cover the
greatest distance over a specific time. The
top 3 from each competition go onto the
regional championship. Students from
Cardinal Hume Catholic School were
successful in a number of competitions:
well done all. But most importantly,
congratulations to all students from all
schools who took part in anyway.

Year 7 Kennedy Iceton was 2nd overall.
Year 8 Nikola Borowska 2nd overall.
Year 9  M
 egan Turner 1st; she has done
fantastically well since joining
Chester-le-street Rowing club.
Year 9 Cassie Battour 2nd another great
result for the school.

Students inspired by Philosophy
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EASTEr 2016
Easter Services in the Deanery
passion sunday maundy thursday

good friday

holy saturday

easter sunday

Corpus Christi

Stations of the Cross
10am; Passion of our
Lord 3pm

Easter Vigil Mass 7pm

9.15am

St. Alban’s

Stations of the Cross
10am

St. Anne’s
St. Augustine’s

Vigil 10am & 5pm

9am

6.30pm

Passion of Our Lord 3pm

Easter Vigil Mass 8pm

Mass of the
Lord’s Supper 7pm

Solemn Celebration of the
Passion of the Lord 3pm

Easter Vigil 8pm

Stations of the Cross
Confessions 12-12.30pm;
11am; Commemoration of
Easter Vigil Mass 7pm
the Lord`s Passion 3pm

St. Joseph’s

St. Oswald’s

Mass of the
Last Supper 7pm.
Watching before Altar
of Repose till 9pm.

Commemoration of the
Passion of Our Lord 3pm

Easter Vigil and
First Mass of the
Resurrection 5.30pm

Family Mass 10am

St. Patrick’s

Mass of the Lord’s
Supper 6.30pm

Solemn Celebration of the
Lord‘s Passion 3pm

Solemn Celebration of
the Vigil of Easter 3pm

10.45am

St. Peter’s

Mass of the
Lord’s Supper 7pm

Passion of our Lord 3pm

St. Wilfrids

Mass of the Lord`s
Supper: Joint Mass
of English and Polish
communities 7pm.
Watching until 10pm.

Commemoration of the
Lord`s Passion 3pm

11am

Easter Vigil Mass 7pm
(Polish)

Important upcoming dates at Cardinal Hume Catholic School
Spring Term (April – July)
Date

Time

Tuesday 19th April
Thursday 28th April 2016

Event
PCD Y8 & Y9 (Y7,Y10,Y11,Y12 & Y13 Study Day)

7.00pm

Performing Arts Showcase

Friday 20th May 2016

St Bede’s Day / Y10 Modular Reports

Friday 27th May 2016

Y13 Leavers Service / Y7 Modular Reports / Y12 Written Reports

Friday 10th June 2016

Y8 Written Reports / Y12 Tutor Reports

Monday 13th June 2016

Y12 Academic References issued

Tuesday 14th June 2016

6.00pm

Friday 17th June 2016

Y6 Family Learning (English)
St Oswald’s Day / Y9 Written Reports / Y8 Tutor Reports

Tuesday 21st June 2016

6.00pm

Y6 Family Learning (Maths)

Thursday 23rd June 2016

4-6.00pm

Y10 Parents Evening

Friday 24th June 2016
Tuesday 28th June 2016

Tutor Reports
4-6.00pm

Friday 1st July 2016
Tuesday 5th July 2016

Y6 Parents Evening
Inset Day / Y11 Prom

6.30pm

6th Form External Applicants Evening

Wednesday 6th July 2016

Race for Life

Tuesday 12th July 2016

Sports Day

Friday 15th July 2016
Monday 18th July 2016

Y10 End of Year Celebration
6.30pm

Tuesday 19th July 2016
Wednesday 20th July 2016

8.

Mass (Latin) 12 noon

Y10 Week / Sports Presentation Evening
School Trip

12.45pm

End of Term / End of Year Celebrations

Mass 9am;
Mass 10.30am
(Polish)

